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20 years of E&H: how have medical groups and NGOs 
contributed?  
 
Génon Jensen, director of the Health and Environment Alliance in Brussels, 
has been involved in the environment and health issue for almost 15 years. 
She provides her perspectives on just how things have come.   
 
1990 
Twenty years ago, "environment and health" was very far from being a priority 
on the European policy agenda.  
 
The European Community agreed "health" as a competence in the Maastricht 
Treaty in 1992 but any consideration of environmental factors in public health 
priorities was marginal indeed.   
A major turning point came with the World Health Organization's The Third 
European Conference on Environment and Health in London in June 1999. It 
was the largest ministerial gathering on environment and health ever held in 
Europe, and WHO invited official input from civil society for the first time. The 
Healthy Planet Forum NGO parallel conference brought together hundreds of 
grassroots, environment and health groups to share their initiatives and 
provide expertise to policy makers.  
At that time, I was working at the largest European health NGO network, the 
European Public Health Alliance (EPHA) and WHO asked us to consult our 
members on their priorities.  
 
 
2003 
The Fourth WHO ministerial meeting on environment and health in Budapest 
was where the first ever Children’s Environment and Health Action Plan was 
adopted in the European Region of 53 countries. EPHA and ECO-Forum, the 
two umbrella NGOs included in WHO's organising committee for the 
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ministerial process, brought their statement to the meeting following a pre-
conference consultative meeting with civil society groups.  
 
Towards the end of the year, the EPHA Environment Network (EEN) was 
created, which later became the Health and Environment Alliance (HEAL).  
 
2004  
EEN was created just in time to help shape the European Union's first 
Strategy and "European Environment and Health Action Plan". It reflected 
formal recognition of "health and environment" as one of four priorities in the 
European Commission's Directorate General for the Environment, and it set 
up a number of stakeholder mechanisms and processes to take the work 
forward.   
 
2007 
Three years after EEN's launch, the network was re-named, Health and 
Environment Alliance (HEAL).  
 
We took part in a mid-term WHO ministerial review in Vienna bringing key 
demands on priorities for action plans for children, and helped ensure that the 
topic remained on the agenda for the next Ministerial meeting.  
 
2009 
In the lead up to the Copenhagen summit on climate change, HEAL 
contributed to creating a coalition of key health and medical organisations 
through the promotion of a "Prescription for a Healthy Planet" 
(www.climateandhealthcare.org) 
 
Today 
"Environment and Health" is now an important agenda item at the European 
level. Countries from the WHO Region came together in Parma in March to 
adopt time bound targets to improve children’s environmental health, and to 
address emerging issues like endocrine disrupters, nano particles and 
electromagnetic fields.  
 
2010 will be a year of many opportunities to continue to integrate 
environmental protection with better health outcomes, both within the EU and 
the wider European Region.   
 
Doctors and other health professionals are central to this movement, and we 
would love to hear from you on how we can better fulfil our outreach and 
support to this community. 
 

Génon Jensen 
Executive Director 

Health & Environment Alliance 
Formerly EPHA Environment Network (EEN) 

28 Boulevard Charlemagne  
B-1000 Brussels  

Tel: +32 2 234 36 40 
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Fax : +32 2 234 36 49  
E-mail: genon@env-health.org  
Website: www.env-health.org  

 
The Health and Environment Alliance aims to raise awareness of how environmental 
protection improves health. It achieves this by creating opportunities for better representation 
of citizens’ and health experts’ perspectives in the environment and health-related European 
policy-making. 


